High Performance Composites - July/August 2000

Fiber Innovations will build launch tubes

Niber Innovations Ine.

to produce the limeh tubes for the LS.
Marine Corps™ SMAW-HEDI ground

weapon syvstem. SMAW-HEDP, which

stands for shoulder-lanched muldpur-
pose-assault weapon - high explosive

dual _purpese, is o man-portable 83 nm)

‘weapon fire | tube for small rockets

Biber Innovations will prm'hme the parts:

for prime contractor Talléy Ditense
'Smt:.m& (Mesn, Arviz. ). N

The approximately
30 inceh long tubes will
he made from 8-2 triaxi-
al f'h{,rglﬂw h‘mldh'
which are  fabricared
over a steel mandrel
The braids. m':. impreg-
nated with a 230°F cur-
HIg, epoxy resin in a
resin transfer molding
{(RTM) _process o
._ﬁﬂ'hutvu final net shape:

" Mass.) has been swarded a contract:

Ancend collar and electrical wiring for
the racket WEADONTY 1T, mulde-d o
the tube as pare of the. RTM_"' TOCENS.
The braiding and RTM process
’ﬂ]]% automated hr;.!h production at
low cost. More than 3,700 units will be
nmﬂ& under the contract; with OpEans
for potential praduction of 13,000
uwits annually. Delive ”tf_ of the first
Taunch tube i I8 _wlmu,ttﬂﬂ;l for late June.




